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Serving the elderly poor in Mobile since 1901

Loaves and Fishes

Jesus performed many miracles
throughout his ministry. The
multiplication of the loaves and fishes
remains one of the most talked about.

We see that same miracle occur
every day at Sacred Heart Residence.
Whatever gift you give to the Little
Sisters of the Poor is multiplied a
hundredfold and more to help our
elderly Residents.

“How is this possible?” you ask.

The miracle occurs daily as we see you
come into our Home to volunteer. We
couldn’t be more grateful!

Our Volunteer Coordinator, Millie
Martorana, organizes more than 400
“angels” annually. Millie is a Mobile
native, a graduate of McGill-Toolen and
USA. She knows the value of giving her
time to the Little Sisters of the Poor.

Continued on page 2
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Loaves and Fishes, continued

Continued from page 1

She says, “We have amazing
volunteers of all ages who share a
personal love for our mission. They
have a special role in making our
Residents happy!”

Just recently, we welcomed one
of the many groups whose leaders
demonstrate the virtue of compassion
and service to their members.

St. Ignatius Catholic Church
sponsors middle school children in a
program they call “Walk the Walk.”
During their visit to Sacred Heart,
they played games with the Residents,
washed cars, did yard work, cleaned
wheelchairs, peeled vegetables,
polished handrails, and cleaned
kitchen cabinets. All in one day!

This process repeats itself often with
visits from other groups.

Maybe even more impressive
are the dedicated individuals who
come every week to peel and chop
vegetables, make beds, drive Residents
to appointments, manage our gift
shop, assist in our medical office, serve
meals, visit with Residents, help with
laundry, assist at Bingo, accompany
us on our outings, and countless other
blessings.
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SAVE THE DATE

53rd Annual
Little Sisters of the Poor
Lawn Party
October 20, 2024
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A Lifetime of Serving

Beverly Summerlin was born in
Mobile. She attended Heart of Mary
Catholic Elementary School, Bishop
Toolen High School, and Springhill
College. She majored in Psychology
and Education and began her career
with Mobile Infirmary in the X-Ray
Department.

In 1982, Beverly began working for
the State of Alabama as a social worker
in Pensions and Securities. Her focus
was in Aid for Dependent Children. She
was promoted to Supervisor in 1984 and
retired as a program manager thirty-six
years later.

“My biggest challenges were managing
the staff and instilling respect which was
very important with clients and staff.”

She wrote policy in Montgomery
to help people work their way to self-
sufficiency. Eventually, she missed Mobile
and returned to her hometown.

When asked about the highlights
of her career, Beverly says, “I became
proficient in writing, but I prospered
in training. Nothing made me happier
than to see my employee’s eyes light up
as I helped them acquire the knowledge
they needed.”

She retired on March 1, 2015.

Beverly has had a long-term
relationship with the Little Sisters

of the Poor in Mobile. Through her
involvement with the Knights of Peter
Claver Ladies Auxiliary, her sister
encouraged her to volunteer.

Anna Crow, a former Resident at
Sacred Heart Residence, appealed
for volunteers at the Home. Beverly
answered the call and volunteered for
more than five years, until Covid 19.

Beverly also served as president of
the Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta, a public service sorority from
2016-2020.

On March 14 of this year, Beverly
became a Resident at our Home. The
transition to Resident made her realize
the value of the volunteers and the staff.

She says, “I have such positive
feelings about being here. I couldn’t be
more grateful and I give the Lord and
the Little Sisters all the credit for my
vastly improved health!”

Angel to the Residents

Betty Hill came to the Little
Sisters of the Poor in 1998 as a
CNA. She had no idea that she
would be here for the next 26 years.

At fourteen years old, Betty was
a volunteer for the YMCA. She
assisted at Satsuma Community
Hospital emptying bedpans and
distributing flowers, among other
duties.

She eventually became a nursing
assistant. At eighteen, Dr. Wallace at
Dauphin Healthcare encouraged her
to get certified. Back then, it took six
months to complete the process. She
also worked at Ideal Nursing Home
on Government Street.

It was a remark from an elderly
Resident that affected her mindset
for her future. As Betty was tending
to the woman, the Resident told her,
“You are so gentle and kind. You are
my angel!”

However, it was her five year-old
daughter’s cancer diagnosis that
solidified her dedication to patient
care.

“After learning to care for my
daughter, I felt like God was telling
me that my purpose was to take care
of the sick, elderly, and dying.”

By the way, that daughter is now

forty-three, has four degrees and
works with special needs children.

From the time Betty started
working at Sacred Heart Residence,
she has recognized how important
the family atmosphere is to everyone
here. Some of the aides had been
here for more than forty years.
Through their mentorship she
recognized their commitment to the
Lord by helping the elderly.

Perhaps the scariest time for
everyone at Sacred Heart was the
pandemic. She said it was also a time
to see everyone work together. The
spirit of teamwork got us through
the many challenges of that time.

Years ago, Betty remembers
overhearing Sister Mary Imelda
talking to Mother Marcel about her.
“Betty’s smile is ever present and
always brightens up the Home!”

Everyone who knows Betty agrees!
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Serving the elderly poor in Mobile since 1901.

MOTHER’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends, ]

The sounds of
progress are a daily
event here at Sacred
Heart Residence! The
construction crews
have made significant
progress, but we still
have a long road ahead. Early next year, the
independent apartments will be finished and
we will be able to provide this service for
seventeen additional elderly Residents within
our Home.

Your financial support has always been a
blessing, but we would appreciate your help
as we strive to raise $3,000,000 to complete
this project.

As our Mother Foundress, St. Jeanne
Jugan, used to say, in complete faith
and trust, “If God is with us, it will be
accomplished!”

As you can see, in this issue of our
newsletter, we celebrate the love and service
of our many volunteers. The Little Sisters of
the Poor would not exist without the time,
talent, and treasure of our many friends who
comprise the extended family of our Home.

St. Jeanne Jugan accomplished much
in her mission as foundress because she
understood that we depend on the generosity
of our donors to provide loving care to the
elderly. She used to tell the Little Sisters, “We
must pray much for our benefactors, without
them the work would not continue.”

Each day, we are blessed to see people in
our Home who give of themselves to care for
our Residents, as well as the daily financial
gifts of our many donors!

Right now, we are already preparing for the
53rd Annual Little Sisters of the Poor Lawn
Party. Our date is October 20, from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. We are grateful to the many of
you who have volunteered for this fundraiser.

Finally, I want you to know that all of you
who support our mission are in our daily
prayers. Our Sisters and Residents truly
appreciate your commitment.

God bless you,
Mother Judith, lsp
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Wish List

Many of our benefactors ask if there is anything we need
for our Residents...here are some of those items. Thank
you for your generosity!

Dinner Napkins Body Lotion

Individually Packaged Adult Wipes
Snack Items Shout/Awesome
Liquid Body Wash Stain Removers
Clorox Wipes Lysol Spray
Liquid Dish/Laundry  Personal Care Items
Soap Assorted Gift Cards

Chaplain’s Corner
By Father Tom Weise

Saturday, June 22 was the first
anniversary of celebrating 11
a.m. Mass at the Little Sisters for
the first time since I became the
Chaplain here forty-three years
ago. (227

One thing stands out in my
mind.

Oh, I know that Sacred Heart
is the greatest nursing home in
the world! I know the medical
care is unparalleled. The food is well above average. This
became especially true after Hurricane Katrina, when the
Little Sisters in New Orleans sent their French-Creole cook
to Mobile.

I also know that the social and religious atmosphere here is
better than most of the parishes in which I served. However,
there is one overarching reason for being here at the Little
Sisters, whether 'm considered a Resident, or a full-time
volunteer Chaplain.

Many lifelong Catholics and a lot of others in our area
really want to go to the Little Sisters before they die.

Why? Because everyone who is privileged to die within
these confines goes directly non-stop to heaven. There will
be no delays! Do not stop. Do not collect anything. Die here
and wake up inside the pearly gates, guaranteed!

At least, that's what I've always been told. Argue with me
if you will, but you will be wasting your time!

Love,
Father Tom Weise
Chaplain




